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Catalina Gémez-Salazar, Marcela Portocarrero, Esteban Sudrez, Arnaldo Ferrer & Jaime

Bolatios

To build the action plan, an international
workshop was carried out at the city of
Santa Cruz de La Sierra, Bolivia between the
21 and 23th of April 2008. Approximately
42 researchers and representatives from
Governments of nine countries actively
participated in the workshop. Initially, Dr.
Enrique Crespo, Chairman of the Cetacean
Specialist Group of the [UCN for Latinamerica
presented an overview of the status of river
dolphins. Following this, each country
(Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia
and Brazil) made presentations of the status and
conservations of theses species. Additionally,
four presentations were made by experts on
phylogeography and taxonomic status of river

dolphins, Geographic Information System
analysis of distribution, threats and research
initiatives, Abundance estimation and, fisheries
and conflicts in the Amazon River Basin.

After the background about river dolphins and
their habitats, working groups were established
to identify objectives and goals for five strategic
lines (Figure 20):

e Scientific Research and Conservation

* Legislation and Policy

¢ Communications

* Administration and Institutional strengthe-
ning

* Education and community participation
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